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tried to force their way through Maycnne's and Eg-
mont's ranks, threw them into disorder and checked
their advance, so that the King was among them
before they could get into a charge or use their
lances with effect. Yet the contest was fierce and
for a time uncertain. Though Henry amply justified
by his intrepid valour what else had seemed a bom-
bastic vaunt, plunging into the enemies* ranks two -
horse-lengths ahead of his followers, nor resting till
his sword was beaten out of shape, his arm spent
and swollen with changing blows, some of his men
had fallen back, thrown into confusion by a volley
poured into them at twenty-five yards by Mayenne's
musketeers. But the greater number pressed on,
fired by their King's example and emulating his
courage. The Count of Egmont fell and his Wal-
loons took to flight. Mayenne and Nemours seeing
their horse give way hurried from the field. The
infantry of the League as yet stood their ground
and outnumbered the whole army of the King; if
his cavalry had scattered in pursuit, the issue of the
day might have remained ambiguous and incom-
plete. But Henry had given most express orders
that his horse if they broke the enemy were to keep
their order and return to their positions. The Cath-
olic Swiss, when they saw that the King's guns were
about to be turned against their squares, did not
care to be shot down in the cause of a leader who
had proved an indifferent paymaster, and surren-
dered without a blow. The German foot would
gladly have done the same, but the memory of their
treachery at Arques was fresh, and they were cut